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THE HEALTH PRACTITIONERS

COMPETENCE ASSURANCE ACT 2003

Confidence in your
health practitioner

The main purpose of the Health Practitioners
Competence Assurance Act 2003 is to
protect the health and safety of the public.
It seeks to ensure that the treatment and
healthcare you receive from a registered
health practitioner is of a high standard.

This leaflet tells you how the Act benefits
you.

The Act covers all registered health
practitioners and replaces a number of
separate, outdated laws. The Act looks after
your health and safety in the following ways:

® [t ensures health practitioners are properly
trained and qualified before they can be
registered

® |t requires health practitioners to
continually update and improve their
skills

® |t establishes independent registering
authorities to register and monitor health
practitioners

® |t establishes an independent Health
Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal.

What does the Act cover?

The Act covers all registered health practitioners in
New Zealand, including:

® chiropractors

® dentists, dental technicians, clinical dental
technicians, dental therapists and dental hygienists

® dietitians
® dispensing opticians
® medical laboratory scientists and technicians

® medical practitioners (such as doctors, psychiatrists,
surgeons and other specialists)

® medical radiation technologists
® midwives

® nurses

® occupational therapists

® optometrists

® osteopaths

® pharmacists

® physiotherapists

® podiatrists

® psychologists.

In the future, other health practitioners may also
come under the Act.

How are you protected?

Under the Act, each practitioner is answerable to an
independent registering authority (listed over).

Registering authorities ensure that health practitioners:

® are registered in a ‘scope of practice’ which
describes the health services they can provide

® have the right qualifications for their scope of
practice

® have a current practising certificate (license) which
has to be renewed each year

® maintain and develop their skills and competence

® have good English language and communication
skills

® are physically and mentally able to work.

Each registering authority maintains a register or list
of health practitioners that is available to the public.
In many cases you can find and look at a register on
the Internet.

Monitoring health practitioners

Registering authorities set the standards that all health
practitioners must meet. If a registering authority has
concerns over the quality and standard of treatment
a practitioner provides, it may take steps to protect
the public. For example, it may require a practitioner
to undertake some further training, practise under
the supervision of another practitioner or limit the
kind of services he or she can provide.



